Axenic cultivation of a pathogenic Phytomonas species isolated from tomato fruit, and from its phytophagic insect vector, Phthia picta (Hemiptera: Coreidae).
Axenic cultures of Phytomonas sp. were obtained from naturally infected tomatoes and from Phthia picta, a predator of tomato plants, by using a biphasic medium with Roitman's complex medium overlaying rabbit blood-agar slants. Light and electron microscopy of both isolates showed a similarity of morphological characteristics among the flagellates in fresh material or after cultivation. Other properties, including their agglutinability with the haemolymph of Phthia picta, suggest that these isolates are virtually identical.